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�	Bridge Protest

A protest march is planned for Saturday 22nd of February. It is to be split into two separate events - a non-payment demo then a march followed by a SKAT meeting in Kyleakin later on.

The non payment demo is to start at 10am and anyone who wants to come along and join the line of vehicles is more than welcome. The procession is to leave from Kyleakin at 10am and if you do not wish to do a non-payment you can simply do a U-turn at the toll plaza and go back again. Remember this is not breaking the law as stated by the bridge company and recently confirmed by Sheriff Booker-Millburn. The organisers hope as many people as possible turn up and the procession is to be led by the Chairperson of the Federation of Small Businesses - Jean Urquhart from Ullapool. It is also hoped as many business vehicles take part in the procession to emphasise the extra burden they have to bear.

The march starts at 2pm from Kyleakin and  it is hoped it will extend right across the bridge with members of the Pipe Band playing to keep the pace. Parties represented will include the Crofters Union who have reiterated their opposition to the tolls which stretches back to 1989 and who have recently endorsed the actions of SKAT. If you could bring along any banners and slogans then all the better. The press may turn up so what better chance to get your face on the telly! Remember no one is asking you to break Athe law@ - you are helping by just turning up.

For further details or if you feel like making a non-payment and would like to know more or have someone with you please phone Sandy on (01478) 650319 or Robbie on (01478) 612203



	Situations vacant -

	Fiscal for Dingwall Sheriff Court

The New Year has seen much action in the courts, both in Dingwall and Edinburgh. The Bridge Toll protesters have now at last been taken to prosecution although the court at Dingwall is finding it very difficult to cope! Not only the vast quantities of prosecutions have been causing problems but there has also been a problem in finding a prosecutor. The much maligned Mr Hingston was forced to take a back seat due to Aback problems@ and the depute fiscal - a lady no less - stepped in to try and cope. She handed in her notice and locums had to be drafted in from elsewhere. Inverness=s fiscals were borrowed although they made it quite clear that they had other Aweighty matters@ to attend to as it just so happed that Inverness had three murder trials going on. Next up was an advocate from Edinburgh who certainly found it uncomfortable prosecuting the people. A new fiscal has now, however, been found and we wish him every success in his new post!



	Court Notes

Before they had managed to convict a score of protestors the campaign had it=s first victories in the shape of >not-guilty= verdicts in favour of Alasdair Maclean and Cailean Maclean. Sheriff Booker-Millburn ruled that there had not been corroboration of the claim that they had not passed through the barrier, in Cailean=s case particularly difficult for the crown since he had got fed up and turned back.

Fast rules for Alisdair Goodwin from London. He also got fed up with coming up Dingwall for nothing and decided to plead guilty, being duly fined ,30 on two counts. However when he sent in his cheque and a note complaining that he did consider himself guilty, just priced out, the PF refused the plea and wanted a trial date. In the meanwhile he refuses to return Alasdair=s ,60, saying he will have to appeal! Fined in advance?!

We now have part Defendants Survival Guides and Cross Examination Guide available for your day in court. Please enclose an SAE if possible. Although they have begun to cut down some of our troops, having denied us all legal aid there are no moves as yet to collect fines and we will press for an amnesty on any convictions from any new government. In short, hold back any payments until the last minute. In the meanwhile we continue to arrange fundamental challenges to the competency of the legislation and how it was allowed to come about. We must hope that one day a Scottish Sheriff or Judge will have the courage to recognise the obvious injustice of it all. These challenges, however, do not come cheaply , even when we do the preparation and research ourselves so we may have to find a few more thousands before this is all over.

�	Business Section

The Scottish Office was very reluctant to divulge information relating to the Skye Bridge finances which is strange as Ron Shapland got a set of accounts, no problem at all, from Companies House in Edinburgh. They were duly scrutinised and some interesting points were found.

! In 1995 the Company Directors pay amounted to  more than 10% of the tolls collected (,397,599) and 85% of the tolls were said to have been spent collecting them.

!Private Finance, when compared to normal Government borrowing, is costing over ,1 per crossing in extra interest charges.

!,10.96 million of public money has been paid to Skye Bridge Ltd. (36% of the total scheme cost) yet we could still be made to pay for the whole scheme - ,30.439 million.

!Annual profits could be paid to shareholders and not used to pay off the bridge costs sooner as we would be led to believe.

!In the year 2022 - 27 years after the bridge opened - 500,000 new shares in Skye Bridge Ltd. (from convertible loan stock) will be available to investors! How can this be when the accounts suggest an 18-year repayment structure? If this is the case it has been suggested that there is an intention to retain the tolls even after the bridge has been paid off making any shares available highly attractive.

!If the cost of collecting the tolls, auditors fees and other unnecessary administration expenses were abolished, a further ,1 could be taken from the crossing making a concessionary ticket as low as 40p! Now don=t we recognise that toll from another, much bigger, bridge? Another one in the coffin for PFIs.



	Corriegarth Ceilidh

There was a second ceilidh held to raise funds for SKAT at the Corriegarth Hotel in Inverness. This was again organised by Grahame ARossie@ Ross who also held an auction at the event. Rossie with his usual enthusiasm and energy raised a staggering sum for SKAT coffers. People were very generous and those of us who were lucky enough to be there were made very welcome. There is obviously a tremendous amount of support for SKAT amongst the people of Inverness.

The night was great fun and included Danny AThe Singing Postman@ MacAskall who kept everyone in fits of laughter with his jokes & anecdotes.

A special thank you to Raymond Breau, the owner of the Corriegarth Hotel, for providing the use for the  hotel for the event and excellent accommodation.





	Political Update

SKAT is keeping up the pressure on the political front as the date for the General Election draws near. In an event unique in recent Highland history 250 people packed the Skye Gathering Hall in Portree on 7th February to hear local MP Charles Kennedy and three of the prospective parliamentary candidates for Ross, Skye and Inverness West - Mary Macleod of the Conservative & Unionist Party, Donnie Munro of the Scottish Labour Party and Margaret Patterson of the Scottish Nationalist Party. The public meeting was organised by SKAT and the evening began with questions and discussion on the issue of the Skye Bridge Tolls followed by questions on other issues. This was our opportunity to challenge the political parties on their stance on the issue and all candidates left with no doubt as to the continuing strength of feeling against the Skye Bridge Tolls. The Liberal Democrat party and the Scottish Nationalist party have made the commitments to abolish the tolls and the Labour party, if elected to power, will A...abolish the tolls within the shortest practical timescale@. In the week that Michael Forsyth announced that there would be no U-turn on the Skye Bridge it was not surprising that the Conservative candidate didn=t commit to abolishing the tolls however she did say she would voice her concerns to both Michael Forsyth and Lord James Douglas-Hamilton. We await their responses with interest. With the exception of the Conservative they agreed that the non-payment of the tolls should be a civil matter and not dealt with in a criminal court. There was further discussion on issues such as the Caledonian MacBrayne subsidy and the increasingly complex discoveries as to the financing of the whole project. There was a statement from the Scottish Green party (prospective candidate Allan Hopkins) who are supportive of SKAT. Although not opposed to toll roads in principle  they recognise the special case of the Skye Bridge in that there=s no alternative route in an economically deprived area. With the majority of candidates consenting the Skye Bridge Seat committed them to removing the tolls, those planning to cast their vote with reference to this issue are in the happy position of having a choice of options. SKAT are very grateful to the candidates and to chairman Alan Beaton for coming to the meeting to hear our concerns and answer our questions.

On the wider political front, a SKAT contingent travelled to Edinburgh on 13th January to hear an Adjournment Debate on the Skye Bridge at the Scottish Grand Committee meeting. Front page pictures were secured when Michael Forsyth charged right into a SKAT welcoming committee and came face to face with Liz MacIntyre who was then able to articulate our demands at an unexpectedly close range! When it came to the debate, however, he chose to sit back and let Lord James Douglas-Hamilton respond to Charles Kennedy=s points about the Skye Bridge. More headlines followed as Lord James described the anti-toll campaign as ALunatic and Luddite@. SKAT have not received an apology for this insult. Ray Michie MP, Willie McKelvey and Calum MacDonald also spoke against the tolls in the debate.

�Charles Kennedy took the opportunity to raise the issue in the House to Commons when funding for the new Royal Yacht ABritannia@ was discussed and the Prime Minister repeated the by now familial phrases that we wouldn=t have had a bridge for twenty years without private finance and that the tolls were not unreasonable. SKAT have now extended an invitation to John Major to come and see the bridge and consult with the people rather than rely solely on information from the Scottish Office. It is rumoured that he may speak at the Scottish Grand Committee in Inverness in March so perhaps he=ll take the opportunity to come across to Skye. If he does, he can be sure of a warm welcome from SKAT supporters.

We realise that supporters living elsewhere than the Skye area have less opportunity to become involved by attending meetings and demonstrations (and court appearances!) but we are very grateful for your support and the efforts you have made to bring this issue to wider notice. The forthcoming General Election means that the political arena is increasingly important in keeping attention directed on the Skye Bridge Tolls issue and we wish to exert maximum pressure on those bidding to become our elected representatives. You may have been in correspondence with your local MP in our support and we would urge you to maintain or resume this and extend it to the Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for your area who can be contacted via their constituency offices.

As the newsletter shows there have been many more questions raised and points made which you may wish to include in your letters or raise at political meetings. Please send copies of your letters and any interesting replies you should receive to SKAT, Dun Flodigarry, Staffin, Isle of Skye.





	Non-Payment

	A First-Timers Guide

Should you wish to take the plunge and do a non-payment at the toll booth we have the following advice to offer.

Probably the first thing to tell you is that nothing terrible is going to happen to you. Hundreds of folk have now plucked up the courage to go through

�

 with this having realised that we have no democratic alternative left and we must protect the weaker and the younger members of both our community and Scotland as a whole.	

Allow half to an hour extra journey time. Drive up to the toll booth or the wide lane and tell the collector AI do not wish to pay@. He/She might tell you that it is a Acriminal offence and  the police will have to be called@. OK you will wait. When the police arrive a supervisor will appear on the scene to accompany the policeman. The supervisor will then confirm that you are unwilling to pay, advise you again that it is a criminal offence and then hand you over to the police. The police will then caution you that they are about to prefer a criminal charge against you, you do not need to say anything, etc. and they will then formally charge you. They should then ask you if you understand the charge and whether you wish to make any reply. At this point you should identify your reasonable explanation being unwilling to pay, even if you had already done so to the collector. Make sure the policeman writes down  your reply since it must be read out in court. The process is then complete and under common law you will then be allowed to go about your business. You should receive some kind of notice within fourteen days announcing that the Procurator Fiscal intends to prosecute you. By this time you have entered into the twilight zone that is the Dingwall system. We are currently unable to describe it or explain it in rational terms and the only responsible advice we can give is simply to keep in touch with SKAT, in particular the legal committee. Trials are currently running about a year after the event. If convicted, fines are currently running between ,30 to ,50, although admonishments occasionally happen if a sensible Sheriff sits in and it is reasonable to expect that time would be allowed for payment if anyone was in serious financial difficulty. Such is the price of the democratic and civil right to challenge the law these days. They have the courts but we have the numbers. Have fun, you=re making history and your children and grandchildren will be proud of you.

��Sweat Shirts  (M, L, XL ) Black  (Royal Blue Motif)	,15.00

T-Shirts (M, L, XL) White or Black  (Royal Blue Motif)	,10.00

Mugs - (AI=ve been mugged by the Skye Bridge Co.@)		,3.00

ASKAT@ Car Stickers						,1.00

Support Badges   (If you wish to support SKAT but not break the law)	,5.00



Please include 40p p&p for stickers & badges only otherwise include ,1.00 for all other items

Send your order with a cheque made payable to ASKAT@ to Brian Forehand, Bellevue, 

Viewfield Road, Portree, Isle of Skye

	SKAT Merchandise !

	SKAT needs all the funds it can get. Support and spread the word now by buying some of our quality merchandise




